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(b) Authority of Attorney General 
to institute actions for relief 
against enforcement of poll 
tax requirement. 

(c) Jurisdiction of three-judge dis-
trict courts; appeal to Su-
preme Court. 

1973i. Prohibited acts. 

(a) Failure or refusal to permit 
casting or tabulation of vote. 

(b) Intimidation, threats, or coer-
cion. 

(c) False information in registering 
or voting; penalties. 

(d) Falsification or concealment of 
material facts or giving of 
false statements in matters 
within jurisdiction of examin-
ers or hearing officers; pen-
alties. 

(e) Voting more than once. 
1973j. Civil and criminal sanctions. 

(a) Depriving or attempting to de-
prive persons of secured 
rights. 

(b) Destroying, defacing, mutilat-
ing, or altering ballots or offi-
cial voting records. 

(c) Conspiring to violate or inter-
fere with secured rights. 

(d) Civil action by Attorney Gen-
eral for preventive relief; in-
junctive and other relief. 

(e) Proceeding by Attorney General 
to enforce the counting of bal-
lots of registered and eligible 
persons who are prevented 
from voting. 

(f) Jurisdiction of district courts; 
exhaustion of administrative 
or other remedies unneces-
sary. 

1973k. Termination of listing procedures; basis 
for termination; survey or census by 
Director of the Census. 

1973l. Enforcement proceedings. 

(a) Criminal contempt. 

(b) Jurisdiction of courts for de-
claratory judgment, restrain-
ing orders, or temporary or 
permanent injunction. 

(c) Definitions. 

(d) Subpenas. 

(e) Attorney’s fees. 
1973m. Omitted. 
1973n. Impairment of voting rights of persons 

holding current registration. 
1973o. Authorization of appropriations. 
1973p. Separability. 

SUBCHAPTER I–B—SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 

1973aa. Application of prohibition to other 
States; ‘‘test or device’’ defined. 

1973aa–1. Residence requirements for voting. 

(a) Congressional findings. 

(b) Congressional declaration: 
durational residency require-
ment, abolishment; absentee 
registration and balloting 
standards, establishment. 

(c) Prohibition of denial of right to 
vote because of durational 
residency requirement or ab-
sentee balloting. 

(d) Registration: time for applica-
tion; absentee balloting: time 
of application and return of 
ballots. 
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(e) Change of residence; voting in 
person or by absentee ballot 
in State of prior residence. 

(f) Absentee registration require-
ment. 

(g) State or local adoption of less 
restrictive voting practices. 

(h) ‘‘State’’ defined. 

(i) False registration, and other 
fraudulent acts and conspir-
acies: application of penalty 
for false information in reg-
istering or voting. 

1973aa–1a. Bilingual election requirements. 

(a) Congressional findings and dec-
laration of policy. 

(b) Bilingual voting materials re-
quirement. 

(c) Requirement of voting notices, 
forms, instructions, assist-
ance, or other materials and 
ballots in minority language. 

(d) Action for declaratory judg-
ment permitting English-only 
materials. 

(e) Definitions. 
1973aa–2. Judicial relief; civil actions by the At-

torney General; three-judge district 
court; appeal to Supreme Court. 

1973aa–3. Penalty. 
1973aa–4. Separability. 
1973aa–5. Survey to compile registration and vot-

ing statistics. 

(a) Elections to House of Rep-
resentatives and elections 
designated by United States 
Commission on Civil Rights. 

(b) Prohibition against compulsion 
to disclose personal data; ad-
vice of rights. 

(c) Report to Congress. 

(d) Confidentiality of information; 
penalties. 

1973aa–6. Voting assistance for blind, disabled or 
illiterate persons. 

SUBCHAPTER I–C—EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING 
AGE 

1973bb. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amend-
ment. 

1973bb–1. ‘‘State’’ defined. 
1973bb–2 to 1973bb–4. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER I–D—FEDERAL ABSENTEE VOTING 
ASSISTANCE 

PART I—RECOMMENDATION TO STATES 

1973cc to 1973cc–3. Repealed. 

PART II—RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

1973cc–11 to 1973cc–15. Repealed. 

PART III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1973cc–21 to 1973cc–26. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER I–E—VOTING RIGHTS OF OVERSEAS 
CITIZENS 

1973dd to 1973dd–6. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER I–F—VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR 
THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED 

1973ee. Congressional declaration of purpose. 
1973ee–1. Selection of polling facilities. 

(a) Accessibility to all polling 
places as responsibility of 
each political subdivision. 

(b) Exception. 
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(c) Report to Federal Election 
Commission. 

1973ee–2. Selection of registration facilities. 
1973ee–3. Registration and voting aids. 

(a) Printed instructions; tele-
communications devices for 
the deaf. 

(b) Medical certification. 

(c) Notice of availability of aids. 
1973ee–4. Enforcement. 

(a) Action for declaratory or in-
junctive relief. 

(b) Prerequisite notice of non-
compliance. 

(c) Attorney fees. 
1973ee–5. Relationship to Voting Rights Act of 

1965. 
1973ee–6. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER I–G—REGISTRATION AND VOTING 
BY ABSENT UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS 
AND OVERSEAS VOTERS IN ELECTIONS FOR 
FEDERAL OFFICE 

1973ff. Federal responsibilities. 

(a) Presidential designee. 

(b) Duties of Presidential designee. 

(c) Duties of other Federal offi-
cials. 

1973ff–1. State responsibilities. 
1973ff–2. Federal write-in absentee ballot for over-

seas voters in general elections for 
Federal office. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Submission and processing. 

(c) Special rules. 

(d) Second ballot submission; in-
struction to overseas voter. 

(e) Use of approved State absentee 
ballot in place of Federal 
write-in absentee ballot. 

(f) Certain States exempted. 
1973ff–3. Recommendations to States to maximize 

access to polls by absent uniformed 
services voters and overseas voters. 

1973ff–4. Enforcement. 
1973ff–5. Effect on certain other laws. 
1973ff–6. Definitions. 

SUBCHAPTER I–H—NATIONAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION 

1973gg. Findings and purposes. 

(a) Findings. 

(b) Purposes. 
1973gg–1. Definitions. 
1973gg–2. National procedures for voter registra-

tion for elections for Federal office. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Nonapplicability to certain 
States. 

1973gg–3. Simultaneous application for voter reg-
istration and application for motor ve-
hicle driver’s license. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Limitation on use of informa-
tion. 

(c) Forms and procedures. 

(d) Change of address. 

(e) Transmittal deadline. 
1973gg–4. Mail registration. 

(a) Form. 

(b) Availability of forms. 

(c) First-time voters. 

(d) Undelivered notices. 
1973gg–5. Voter registration agencies. 

(a) Designation. 
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(b) Federal Government and pri-
vate sector cooperation. 

(c) Armed Forces recruitment of-
fices. 

(d) Transmittal deadline. 
1973gg–6. Requirements with respect to adminis-

tration of voter registration. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Confirmation of voter registra-
tion. 

(c) Voter removal programs. 

(d) Removal of names from voting 
rolls. 

(e) Procedure for voting following 
failure to return card. 

(f) Change of voting address within 
a jurisdiction. 

(g) Conviction in Federal court. 

(h) Omitted. 

(i) Public disclosure of voter reg-
istration activities. 

(j) ‘‘Registrar’s jurisdiction’’ de-
fined. 

1973gg–7. Federal coordination and regulations. 

(a) In general. 

(b) Contents of mail voter registra-
tion form. 

1973gg–8. Designation of chief State election offi-
cial. 

1973gg–9. Civil enforcement and private right of 
action. 

(a) Attorney General. 

(b) Private right of action. 

(c) Attorney’s fees. 

(d) Relation to other laws. 
1973gg–10. Criminal penalties. 

SUBCHAPTER II—FEDERAL ELECTION RECORDS 

1974. Retention and preservation of records 
and papers by officers of elections; de-
posit with custodian; penalty for viola-
tion. 

1974a. Theft, destruction, concealment, mutila-
tion, or alteration of records or papers; 
penalties. 

1974b. Demand for records or papers by Attor-
ney General or representative; state-
ment of basis and purpose. 

1974c. Disclosure of records or papers. 
1974d. Jurisdiction to compel production of 

records or papers. 
1974e. ‘‘Officer of election’’ defined. 

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY 

§ 1971. Voting rights 

(a) Race, color, or previous condition not to af-
fect right to vote; uniform standards for vot-
ing qualifications; errors or omissions from 
papers; literacy tests; agreements between 
Attorney General and State or local authori-
ties; definitions 

(1) All citizens of the United States who are 
otherwise qualified by law to vote at any elec-
tion by the people in any State, Territory, dis-
trict, county, city, parish, township, school dis-
trict, municipality, or other territorial subdivi-
sion, shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all 
such elections, without distinction of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude; any 
constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation 
of any State or Territory, or by or under its au-
thority, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

(2) No person acting under color of law shall— 
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